Lutting=edge’island sculpture
Wine tasting in a desert oasis
/itlage tifein'the neart of Sydney
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Opposite page: Kete, by Ken Dimopoules, Below: Guardlan of the
PFlanting by Fatu Feu'u (left), The Dancar by Phil Price (right}

Currently, the Connells Bay Sculpture Park on Waiheke Island is

under wraps — but come summer, it will blossom with a multitude

of unique, astonishing and downright bizarre sculptures for

visitors to marvel at. Maria Bevan got a snealk look at what's in

store for the October opening. P]ml‘ugrapl‘ls [Jy Gil l'lani_y.

ohin and Jo Gow's Connells Bay Sculpiore Park
i an sweinspiring and thoughiprovoking
collaboration of artist and enviconment, Loonied
i the beantiful natural survoundings of Connells
By on Walheke Tsland, the park opened in 24iid
as a living gallery, characterised by outdoo
"rocmns” that exhibit Lagescale, mostly
contempornry sculpures crented using diverse media,
Designed by ihe Gows 1o house the works of inflyential
New Zealand sculptors, the park allows the sculptures o
inrn highly exposed areas into intimate spaces, The park

incorparites 15 commissioned works and 10 warks purclised
from New Zealand galleries

While diving towards the entrance, the vislor is greeted
with tantalising pecks of the sculpuires, which dre dotted
i the twoind-ihiall houe walk thraugh the park with
its stunining views of the Hauraki Gulf. Careful positioning
ineans o one work overvides o detracts from another, While
the huge macrocarpa bulk of Face Feu'u's Ngad Fo'u guards
the park’s entrnee, and is o presence whereven
you ave within this landscape, its strong gaze does ol
overshadow Virginia King's o0 0k fradgn, gleaming nearby in
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The process of designing and creating these works can take up to two years

Top: Woru by Parryl Frost
(left), Tomo by Peter
Nicholls {right). Below:
iKamo by Barry Leit {lefi),
Tenantannao br Phil
Dadsaon (right}

the miad-maornmg sun and offering o pleasant treal o
thie ears as the coins that hang beneath the IJ|'J|ulng v
in the bieeze

The Connells Bay Seulpture Trost is o Regisiereed
Charitalle Trust that supports artisis and assists in thei
long-tevin development, The avilsis i urm appreciaie
ithe valuable opportunity provided by staying in one of
the cottages on the Gow estate, Sculptors select theh
space i the jpa k ihiemselves and use the resources and
Ihrary of the Gowshed gallery = the name vecalling the
striicture's e I days past as a cowshed — 1o hnsplre
themn, ultimately creating pieces that will sit comfortably
in their siu |'n|||1r|ingp. while t'tm\'twing thiehr indivieun
vistons, The Gows glve the amiss complete lreedom
wll site,

The process of designing and creating these works
cin ke s o twio vesns, iy reguieing collibomtion
with engineers to ensure that the steains of the
envirmument are endured by the designs, Artisis
iy retirn mwo or three times before instilladon

of their seulptures is complete. Ax Jolin supggests,
the "environment dicttes the engineering of the
structures”

he public is able 1o view the sculptures for seven
maonths of each year. The 2000 scason beginning in
Otober will bring o the Gowshed gallery 10 new works,
cach never before exhibited, As the park absorbs new
seulprures, it Hves and changes ke the nterion ol
gallery, 1o large exten proffering the art ountwards,
towards ihe I.un'lu'upr andl the sein

f','il,'lll'i}llll'r.'.:p willl he :Iiﬁpl:m':l in aniel arouned the
Gowshod gallery alongside the park’s permanent works,
Johi suggests that the resurgence o sculptire as an
arttorm over the Tast fve vears has meant o W o the
standarel vequired of subimissions, Indeed, sulimisgdons
for the park’s temporvary installation sculpture have
Been whittled down to o from 30 sicong proposils,
and from these only one will be selected, This is an
apportinin e an artist o submiic an ided o g plece
thint will remain in the park for g sisanonth period,
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Oppaslte page: Threa Cows
Looking Qut to Sea by jeff
Thamson (top), 01 Ol Bridge
by Virginia King (below).
This page (left to right):
Angel by Phil Price, Betwoon
Two lslands by Paul Dibble,
Other People's Houses by
Neil Dowson

Visttons will hiwe the opporinniy o revel in the
works ol established and mternanonally recognised
artlsts including Phil Price, Vieginba King, Konstatn
Dimapoulos, Phil Dadson, Neil Dawson, Chris Booth,
Graham Bennett, Peter Nichols and Paal Diblsle,

Price's kineti 'ic'u!|mm'r. leave u lasting ||111u'¢'5..~.iu||.
o the Imul-u',qn Awgeed anel The Daviesy e carhon-
lihre senlptures that vequire only slight alv movemenis
Lo change the counterbilance of the paris, The Daneer
featires bright vellow disks on wsweeping fibnegliss
Irnh-, combiting the sinuous corves of the lemale Hgure
with geometiie formis, The subject’s movements sl
gracelully as her weight spins from one embryvonic linb
toa anothis

Ronstantin Dimoponlos’ Kaee s oacde of polvarethane

fesiin rods, using colour combinations and line w
express hennty through panern. His new work for
\'ic'h'i!lg il! i tiabie 'q\‘l“ [NETAY I||l"|'|'-|{i;r'lr'Hth”.'pr f||||
sirface, "I subitle forin and the wanshiceney of e
polviirethane rods will establish a lvered tll'|:H.h thid
entiches the veriical Torm, ™ savs I}i||m||n||.1ma. IHs sim s
ok e convey purtcilal content, b jo sidp evervililng
Back o simple lne and colou which m combinarion
with movement and sound will create “thist magic
something tha comes from the work jsell™

King's works eelebrating Hle in ihe Soutl Pactii
were revealed recently i London's Chelsea Flowe
Sliow. Fart of an award-winning submmission o the event,

her Flower Show catalogne describes her seulpiures as
r||'nwi|1g auenton w “their tragility and volnerabiliny
[||\'| Ilulgllil\"iuu wiidl wbsirae g ihie rigiuial seale ol
lite Torms™. Visitors wa the Sculpiorve Park s summes
will have the pleasuie of viewing ithese thiee pleces,
the Giows recently |>|||'¢'|1'.m|ng' firin, !.m,‘ il !.rm;u-f, all
llt';llc‘cl Tt pinsii lll|:'-,._l|l,||l|' hi.lltllt‘ﬁ\ \lr:‘l, |,|u'|-r|u ,.|||||
Tneliinished. Edliions of these works ave also being
il fered fon sale

Al od the artists hiave consideralsle vision, deive and
ereativiiy, wne the Gows® desire s demonsiriie s
Turther has led them o plan exhibitons ol the works of
individual artists for 2007

The Coiells Bas .","|'||||||n||- Park traly eloes justice
i the beamitiiul sealproval works 11 encompasses, Wiile
imany are coimplex in their construction aned msallation,
thetr final launch om the lindseape has become one ol
|,'|rg;|l|| Hlilq“'lr‘ll\'

Divawing on o vasl arvay of syibols and forms, history
aned engineeving cratsmnunshijs, dod nide for the
setting, the park’s sculptures have become part of ihis
siviibng enviranment, Rall an the October ve-opening
ol this unigue comribution o the New Zealand arn
lanilseape
= (bl vl of thi .H':'Mpmn' Pl aive Iy r.*l.ul.rmn'unm'u.' imi}'.
Fei fm(hi'l brifovmiilion, ;H’Hl!l’l' fﬂhn witiil Iﬂ Geinit ol (01 372

SO57 vmail them af infot@ceonnellsbhay.conz o visit then

wiilssite at W‘l\'l\'.rt!TIIIt'U:\h.I‘P.t't!.11?.






